
Our Presenter
Dovie Thomason of the Lakota and Kiowa 
Apache Nations has traveled throughout 
North America and abroad for more than 
twenty years, sharing the wisdom, humor 
and history of her heritage through stories.
     Dovie’s performances are “word-
weavings” of traditional stories, untold 
histories, and memories that inspire 
delight in the spoken word and teach 
respect for values passed on through the 
generations.  She has captivated audiences 
at the Grand Opening of the National 
Museum of the American Indian, the 
Smithsonian’s Discovery Theater, Wolf Trap, 
The Kennedy Center and The Geraldine 
R. Dodge Foundation Poetry Festival as 
well as at universities, conferences, and 
libraries in the U.S. and abroad.  She holds 
her listeners spellbound with her gift of 
“astonishing vocal transformation.”
     A former teacher and university 
professor, Dovie writes regularly for 
educators and is featured in anthologies 
from Oyate Press.  Her recordings 
and writings have been lauded by the 
American Library Association. She was 
honored as the 2002 Traditional Storyteller 
of the Year by the Wordcraft Circle of 
Native Writers.  	 	
					Dovie’s workshops and keynote 
addresses on cultural diversity, untold 
histories, ethics, cultural integrity, and the 
role of stories in reconciliation have been 
featured at many events, including the 
2005 National Storytelling Conference.

The Workshop

Through Indian Eyes: Evaluating 
Books and Media for Stereotypes

9:00-11:30 am • Zahn Learning Center

This workshop is designed for librarians 
and media specialists, as well as 
classroom teachers. Is “Indian” a 
derogatory name? What books offend 
Native people - and why? What resources 
are available to help select appropriate 
materials? An always-lively discussion 
is a large part of this workshop, which 
deals with exercises to identify bias and 
stereotypes, techniques and checklists to 
evaluate books, review of some familiar 
titles and suggestions for planning a 
Native unit incorporating stories.

Stay the Day
Dovie will be holding a public 
performance in the Knight Auditorium at 
2 PM the day of the workshop.  Stay for 
the fun! Reserve your concert tickets on 
your workshop registration form.

Registration Form

Name  _______________________ 

Address _______________________

______________________________

Phone  _______________________ 

Email  _______________________

Cost (circle your choice):

Workshop only: $30

Workshop and Box Lunch:  $40

Workshop and Concert: $35

Workshop, Lunch, & Concert: $45

Check here for vegetarian lunch __

Box lunches with turkey sandwiches 
(supplied by Strawberry Fields) will be 
ordered unless a vegetarian lunch is 
requested.  You are welcome to bring a
lunch from home.

Send your form and check by February 1 
(made out to the Univ. of IL) to:
Kim Sheahan, Spurlock Museum
600 S. Gregory
Urbana, IL 61801

Registration is limited.
Questions?  Contact Kim Sheahan at 
217/244-3355 or ksheahan@uiuc.edu.



Through Indian Eyes: 
Evaluating Books and Media 

for Stereotypes

A workshop for tellers, teachers, 
librarians, and other educators by 

Dovie Thomason

—

Saturday, February 5, 2006
9:00–11 am

Sign-in 8:30-9:00 AM

Spurlock Museum
600 S. Gregory St.
Urbana, IL 61801

Directions to the 
Spurlock Museum
The Spurlock Museum is located 
at 600 S. Gregory Street, Urbana, 
between Oregon and Illinois Streets 
just off of Lincoln Avenue.  This is 
on the east edge of the University of 
Illinois campus and just across the 
street from the Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts.  

Maps and specific directions can 
be found at http://www.spurlock.
uiuc.edu/info/directions.html or by 
contacting Kim Sheahan at 217/244-
3355 or ksheahan@uiuc.edu.

Event Partners
Dovie Thomason’s visit is part of the 
Winter Tales series of annual American 
Indian performances planned by 
the Spurlock Museum through an 
endowment by Reginald and Gladys 
Laübin.
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